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Abstract. Through empirical observation of far-right politicians currently present in 
national politics of several countries, as well as scientific research, we know, that far-
right ideology goes hand in hand with misogyny and anti-environmentalism. Never-
theless, this ideological triad hasn’t been subject to scientific scrutiny. There is research 
on far-right ideology and patriarchal misogyny, on far-right populism and anti-envi-
ronmental attitudes and further on anti-environmentalism and patriarchal gender 
roles. This article connects these three research paradigms through quantitatively 
assisted discourse analysis of environmental issues in an online forum of Incels (invol-
untary celibates). Incels are an online community of misogynist extremists, or far-right 
white supremacists, depending on which academic and security agency sources one 
considers. This ambiguity of Incel ideology makes them a perfect candidate to research 
the ideological triad of far-right, misogyny and anti-environmentalism. The analysis 
shows, technocratic and knowledgeable engagement with scientific or policy issues fre-
quently coexisting with, and lending legitimacy to, conspiratorial interpretations. Incel 
environmental discourse does not simply reject climate science but selectively reinter-
prets it in ways that reinforce far-right worldviews, demonstrating how environmental 
issues can function as sites where scientific (mis)information, misogyny, and far-right 
ideology mutually reinforce.
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1. INTRODUCTION

When Donald Trump, on his first day of presidency, revitalised the old 
republican slogan ‘drill baby drill’ (abandoned after the BP Deepwater Hori-
zon Spill in 2010) and quit the Paris Agreement yet again, perhaps fewer peo-
ple were surprised by this connection between climate science denialism and 
far-right populism than in his first term. Nevertheless, certain media com-
mentators have still been dazed by the sheer amount of climate-destructive 
policies that Trump signed as executive orders (Friedman, 2025). On the 
other hand, his misogynist and transphobic executive orders have not come 
unexpectedly, as these issues have been intensely present in the campaign as 
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well as in the infamous Project 25 (Dewan & Harmon, 
2025). This example shows how far-right ideology can 
go hand in hand with misogyny and anti-environmen-
talism. Surprisingly, this ideological triad has not been 
subject to scientific scrutiny, although we see right-wing 
governments adopting misogynistic and anti-LGBTQ 
policies globally and increasingly engaging in climate 
denialism through criticism or outright abandonment of 
green policies.

In far-right rhetoric, green policies and climate jus-
tice movements are often labelled as “gender ideology” 
alongside feminism, LGBTQ+ rights movements, and a 
variety of rights-based policies in an attempt to discredit 
them (Kováts, 2017). “Gender ideology” is a term pio-
neered by the Holy See in the 1990s (Kaiser, 2022) that 
has proven to be a “symbolic glue” for all conservative, 
radical-right, and nationalist movements (Kováts, 2017), 
and is viewed as harmful to the nation and a foreign 
imposition (Heinemann & Stern, 2022). The far right 
frequently employs gender as a “meta-language” to nego-
tiate broader anxieties about inequality, power, cultural 
change, and national identity (Dietze & Roth, 2020). 
The “obsession with gender” can act as a condensation 
of cultural anxieties (Butler, 2020). Gender equality 
norms, including increased acceptance and legal rights 
for LGBTQ+ people, are sometimes framed as part of 
a negative “globalization agenda” (Fangen & Skjelsbæk, 
2020), which is loosely linked to the “New World Order” 
conspiracy theory. This discourse creates a “them/us” 
divide, delegitimizing any perspective that is labelled 
this way (Kováts, 2017). 

Far-right climate science denial tapped into public 
distrust of the state and the establishment using a rheto-
ric that was both populist and patriarchal. Far-right cli-
mate science sceptics describe themselves as marginal-
ized, banned and oppressed dissidents. By using terms 
like “elite” or “the fancy people,” they framed climate 
change advocates as a detached and exclusive group, dis-
connected from the realities of ordinary people’s daily 
lives (Anshelm and Hultman, 2014, p. 91). Forchtner 
(2019) identifies evidence scepticism and process scep-
ticism (scepticism towards scientific, bureaucratic and 
political processes) and performance of patriarchal mas-
culinity as root explanations of the connection between 
far-right political orientation and climate science denial-
ist attitudes. 

The connection between the far-right, misogyny 
and anti-environmentalism has historical roots that 
reach back to European colonization, and to ideas of the 
Enlightenment. In this paper, I briefly explain the joint 
history of white supremacy and heteropatriarchal gender 
order, which both rely on extractivist logic of relations, 

therefore providing fertile ground for climate science 
denialism. White supremacy, heteropatriarchal gen-
der order, and climate-destructive attitudes combine in 
mainstream far-right ideology. I conceptualize them as a 
dark triad of politics and conduct an exploratory, quan-
titatively assisted discourse analysis of discussions about 
climate science and climate policies on incels.is, an 
online forum on the intersection of white supremacy and 
extreme misogyny. Researching the discourses on this 
particular forum uncovers the practical interplay of the 
dark triad of politics in one of the far-right subcultures.

2. THE DARK TRIAD OF POLITICS: 
CONNECTING MISOGYNY, WHITE 

SUPREMACY AND CLIMATE DENIALISM

Climate change denial, misogyny and white 
supremacy are not separate issues. They are intercon-
nected manifestations of a shared desire to maintain a 
social order in which white cisgender heterosexual men 
hold power (Anshelm & Hultman, 2014; Daggett, 2018). 
In contemporary cultures, they usually appear hand-
in-hand in the ideological repertoire of far-right par-
ties and movements (Anshelm & Hultman, 2014; Byrne, 
2020; Daggett, 2018; Dietze & Roth, 2020; Fangen 
& Skjelsbæk, 2020; Forchtner, 2019; Hartman, 2024; 
Heinemann & Stern, 2022; Jylhä et al., 2020; Lock-
wood, 2018). The far right can be defined as a politi-
cal ideology that combines nationalism, authoritarian-
ism, and exclusionary identity politics, often rooted in 
racial or ethnic superiority (Mudde, 2007; 2019). White 
supremacy is a power structure prioritising white male 
superiority (Ferber, 2007), and is often named as the 
main ideology of the far-right (Stinton, 2019). Misog-
yny, on the other hand, is a system that polices and 
enforces patriarchal gender norms and expectations. 
These norms and expectations have been changing, but 
to this day encompass the idea that men are entitled to 
sex, care, affection, and admiration, as well as claims to 
knowledge and power, and women are expected to pro-
vide these and to not take them away (Manne, 2017). 
Climate denialism, on the other hand, is different from 
white supremacy and misogyny in a sense that it is not 
a systemic structure; rather, it is a set of attitudes that 
reject the existence of scientific consensus on climate 
change and global warming (Diethelm & McKee, 2008). 
But the racial prejudice of white supremacism, as well as 
the gendered prejudice of misogyny, “requires a rejec-
tion of scientific method. The same is true of climate 
change denial” (Byrne, 2020, p. 30). 

http://incels.is
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It is not just the rejection of scientific method and 
scientific consensus that connect this ideological dark 
triad of politics; it is rather a commitment to a particu-
lar logic of relations on which patriarchal capitalism 
stands. This logic of relations relies on narratives about 
masculinity that separate it from femininity and of cul-
ture separated from nature, which creates an arbitrary 
dichotomy of men = culture who rule over women = 
nature (Anshelm and Hultman, 2014, p. 91). This patri-
archal dichotomy functions not only in the subjugation 
of women and nature but also of men of colour, who 
have been depicted as feminine and therefore subordi-
nate (Clary, 2015). “Domination of both bodies as well 
as land has […] been intimately connected to whiteness, 
from the period of so-called European discovery” (Hart-
man, 2024, p. 379).

This logic of relations that structures the relations 
between men, women and their varied others, while 
privileging whiteness and heterosexuality, is the same 
structure that justified European colonial conquests (e. 
g., Badinter, 1997; Butler, 2011; Connell, 2002; Lugones, 
2007; Manne, 2017; Oyěwùmí, 1997), and that justifies 
environmental destruction to this day. Sustaining an 
economy based on energy sources that inherently pro-
duce toxic byproducts during extraction and refining has 
always depended on sacrifice zones and entire groups 
of people deemed less than fully human, making their 
exposure to harm in the name of progress seem justifi-
able (e. g., Chakrabarty, 2009; Daggett, 2021; Lockwood, 
2018; Klein, 2014). Throughout the 20th and 21st centu-
ries, the global oil industry relied on a range of coercive 
and oppressive actions by Western governments and oil 
corporations to maintain artificial oil scarcity and maxi-
mize profits. While publicly advocating democratic val-
ues, Western powers simultaneously profited from and 
upheld authoritarian regimes and extremist groups in 
the Middle East and North Africa (Daggett, 2018, p. 30). 

3. INCELS: ON THE INTERSECTION OF WHITE 
SUPREMACY AND MISOGYNIST EXTREMISM

Research in climate science denial overwhelmingly 
finds that the performance of patriarchal ‘breadwinner’ 
masculinity is connecting different groups engaged in 
this denial (Anshelm & Hultman, 2014; Daggett, 2018; 
Forchtner, 2019; Hartman, 2024; Hultman, 2013). At the 
same time, radical right parties and movements often 
promote rigid, binary, and patriarchal constructions of 
gender. This typically involves a belief in essential differ-
ences between men and women and the idea that each 
gender has naturally ordained roles to fulfil (Heinemann 

& Stern, 2022). The attachment to the idea of two (and 
only two) sexes as hierarchically arranged binaries is 
logical if we consider far-right ideological grounding in 
racial superiority, often named white supremacy. The 
gender binary was invented to advance the racist pro-
ject of colonization. It emerged around the eighteenth 
century and posited that a specific form of binary sex/
gender difference – a complementary male-female cou-
ple – manifested in social relationships, became a defin-
ing characteristic of Whiteness. By establishing White 
Europeans as the only group to fully embody this ideal, 
the concept of the gender binary served as a crucial tool 
in constructing and naturalizing racial differences and 
White supremacy (Markowitz, 2024). The gender bina-
ry was imposed through colonialism (Lugones, 2007; 
Markowitz, 2024), as European powers forced indig-
enous societies, which often had more fluid understand-
ings of gender, into Western models of male and female 
roles (Lugones, 2007; Oyěwùmí, 1997). This erasure 
of diverse gender identities was part of a broader effort 
to dominate and “civilize” non-white peoples, further 
intertwining white supremacy with strict gender norms 
(Markowitz, 2024).

In the systematic research review by Frochtner 
(2019), several publications identified that people scor-
ing high on the desire to protect the status quo also 
score high on climate change denial. Hartman (2024, p. 
377) claims that a shared commitment to the structural 
power of whiteness is what connects pro- and anti-envi-
ronmental fractions of far-right. These findings demon-
strate, that climate science denialism is not just a poli-
cy choice of the far-right, but a logical culmination of 
their ideological commitments to white supremacy and 
misogyny. “Money is rarely enough on its own to stabi-
lize a status quo. Coal and oil do more than secure profit 
and consumerist lifestyles. They also secure worldviews 
and political subjectivities” (Daggett, 2021, p. 650). 

In this paper, I am exploring the interplay of the 
dark triad of politics in one of the contemporary sub-
cultures in the online far-right ecosystem. I am inter-
ested in how climate change and it’s impacts are dis-
cussed in this online subculture (RQ1) and how specific 
strategies of mitigation are discussed in this subculture 
(RQ2). In particular, I scrutinize the ideological sig-
nalling present in this discussion, and in the quantifi-
able patterns in this discourse. For this research, I have 
chosen one of the groups of the manosphere: a diverse 
group of forums, communities, and web pages loose-
ly structured around the idea that boys and men are 
victimized in contemporary culture due to feminism 
(Champion & Frank, 2021). Manosphere has recently 
gained prominence in the media landscape as one of 
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the most influential far-right adjacent online subcul-
tures, and Donald Trump has been effectively courting 
the manosphere in his appearances on various podcasts 
during his presidential campaign (Caramanica, 2024). 
In particular, out of the whole manosphere, I choose to 
study incels, a group that is considered to be the most 
radical of the whole manosphere, due to the fact that 
they are the only group to which acts of domestic ter-
rorism have been linked (Tomkinson et al., 2020). I 
believe studying the most radical end of the ideology is 
beneficial, because the material contains sort of a ‘pure 
form’ of the ideology, while it has been observed that 
users within the manosphere move from less radical to 
more radical groups (Ribeiro et al., 2021), making incels 
the potential endpoint of users’ trajectory through this 
online subculture. 

Incels are at the intersection of extreme misogyny 
and white supremacy. They are conceptualized as misog-
ynist extremists (e. g., Coufal & Wedel, 2025; O’Hanlon 
et al., 2024), but because of their intense racism and 
homophobia, they are often labelled as white supremacist 
(e. g., DiBranco, 2022; Perliger et al., 2022). Incels, short 
for “involuntary celibates,” are members of an online 
movement primarily composed of men who feel unable 
to form romantic or sexual relationships despite desir-
ing them. They mobilize around their inability to find a 
sexual partner. Many incels believe that physical appear-
ance, social status, and genetics determine romantic 
success, and personal effort and qualities play a negli-
gible role, leading to fatalistic or nihilistic worldviews. 
Some members express frustration and self-loathing, 
while others blame women and society for their situa-
tion. Incels have been linked to online harassment and, 
in extreme cases, real-world violence (Tomkinson et al., 
2020). They mobilize on forums that are overtly misogy-
nistic, promoting violence against women and stripping 
women of human qualities (Wedel & Coufal, 2025; Sugi-
ura, 2021). Incels are selected as a case study for climate 
science denialism on the intersection of misogyny and 
white supremacy because (1) they are the most radical 
group of the manosphere and therefore the endpoint of 
misogynist radicalization; (2) they are difficult to classify 
because of the overt misogyny as well as racism present 
on the forum; and (3) far-right climate denialist politi-
cians express interest in mobilizing the manosphere as 
their electoral base.

4. METHODOLOGY

In this article, I am interested in four topics of cli-
mate change and environmentalism. These topics are: 

climate change, severe weather events (RQ1), energy 
transition, and diet transition (RQ2). Two of these topics 
are broad topics generally mapping the discourse about 
the environment, climate change, and its viscerally felt 
impacts (climate change and severe weather events). The 
next two topics are the two most impactful areas of cli-
mate change mitigation and can be divided into environ-
mentally friendly vs environmentally destructive dimen-
sions (energy transition and diet transition). Each of 
these topics is represented by a series of keywords which 
are displayed in Appendix 4 §1. These keywords have 
been selected based on the scientific consensus on these 
topics as described by United Nations educational mate-
rial on Climate change (United Nations 2025a, 2025b, 
2025c, 2025d), and have been deliberately selected to be 
as neutral as possible. Because the data presented in later 
parts of this paper often includes climate change deni-
alism, in the Appendix 4 §2, I summarise the scientific 
consensus on these topics as described by the United 
Nations (Ibidem).

The data used in this article are sourced from the 
incel forum incels.is. This forum is one of the most 
popular incel forums and has over 6 million posts. The 
timeframe of these posts spans from November 2017 
when the forum was created to September 2024 when 
the data collection was finished. The public part of the 
forum was downloaded in its entirety, which resulted 
in 6,194,904 messages. The data was pre-processed in 3 
steps – firstly, stop words were removed based on the list 
of English stop words from the nltk Python library, sec-
ondly, the simple preprocess function from the Gensim 
Python library was applied to the data to create stand-
ardized tokens, and lastly, from these tokens bigrams 
were created. On these tokens consisting of bigrams and 
unigrams, the word2vec model was trained.

The word2vec model (Pennington et al., 2014) 
transforms a text corpus into a so-called vector space, 
a numerical representation of the corpus. In this vec-
tor space, each word is assigned a sequence of numbers, 
which is called a word vector. The probability that any 
two words will appear in the same context determines 
this numerical representation. Therefore, words that 
appear in the same context in the corpus end up close 
to each other in the vector space (Mikolov et al. 2013). 
The same context can mean that the words are used 
next to each other in the text, or that the text surround-
ing these words is close to identical even though the 
words are not used next to each other. This means that 
synonyms will have very similar vectors and, therefore, 
will be close to each other in the vector space. That is 
why I refer to these words that are close to each other 
in the vector space as contextual synonyms, or seman-

http://incels.is
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tically similar words. Another property of word vector 
spaces is that the meaning of words can be discovered 
through analogy tasks. For instance, the trajectory 
between vectors for “king” and “man” is analogous to 
the trajectory between vectors for “queen” and “woman” 
(Mikolov et al., 2013). 

This ability to learn the meaning of words from the 
corpus has been shown to carry biases present in the 
corpus. For example, in the general English language 
corpus, the word vector for “receptionist” would be 
closer to the word vector “she” than “he” and the word 
vector “captain” would be closer to “he” than “she”, sug-
gesting implicit bias in the usage of the English language 
about who can occupy which position. This was shown 
first by Caliskan et al. (2017), who found that the asso-
ciation between word vectors of professions with female 
word vectors increased with the percentage of women 
in that profession. The same increase in association was 
found for first names and the percentage of women car-
rying that first name. Several papers have described this 
troublesome attribute of text representation in a vector 
space, and many researchers are trying to develop ways 
to remove the learned bias from the vector representa-
tion of a text (Garg et al. 2018; Gonen & Goldberg 2019). 
However, for this research, this attribute of word2vec is 
precisely the thing of interest, as I am interested in the 
quantifiable biases, assumptions, and ideological connec-
tions present in the studied material.

For closer analysis of the data, I  leaned on dis-
course analysis, which is well suited to uncovering the 
traces of ideology in varied cultural texts. Although this 
application of discourse analysis was limited because 
the synonym graphs only consisted of individual words, 
the word2vec algorithm was developed following Witt-
genstein’s and Firth’s (Firth and Palmer 1968) approach 
to discovering the meaning of words through the con-
texts in which they are used, which is the key ground-
ing principle of this analysis. Discourse analysis is apt 
to uncover discourses’ accumulation into “productive 
performances” through the repetition of certain dis-
cursive patterns (Butler 2011; Gill 1996). Word2vec is a 
suitable computational approach to quantify discourse 
if we are interested in these “productive performances” 
through the repetition of discursive patterns in large 
quantities of data. To analyse the discourses, I created 
discourse maps (the procedure is described in Appendix 
4 §3, and is similar to the procedure in Coufal et. al., 
2025). By treating the biases encoded in word embed-
dings as analytically meaningful rather than as noise, 
this analytical method called computationally assisted 
discourse analysis uncovers how themes are embedded 
in broader ideological formations. 

5. DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

5.1 The topic of climate change

The topic of climate change has been captured by 
three keywords – climate change, global warming, and 
climate crisis, and is visualized in Figure 1. Immediately, 
when looking at the discourse map, it is apparent that cli-
mate change is a polarizing issue in the incels.is forum. 
Firstly, we can see that two keywords – global warming 
and climate change – are positioned very close to each 
other, suggesting that they are understood to be inter-
changeable. On the other hand, the keyword climate crisis 
is located rather far away and surrounded by very differ-
ent discourse than the other two keywords. Scattered in 
the discourse map in between other words and bigrams, 
we find ‘coronavirus’, ‘war on drugs’, ‘war in ukraine’, and 
‘world hunger’, suggesting that climate change is regarded 
similarly as other important societal issues that last a long 
time and are subjected to political attention – or so-called 
polycrisis (Morin and Kern 1996).

In the closest proximity to the keywords global 
warming and climate change (Figure 1, Appendix 4 §4) 
are words ‘globalism’ and ‘nwo’, which stands for new 
world order, a conspiracy theory ‘that a secretive power 
elite with a globalist agenda is conspiring to eventually 
rule the world through an authoritarian one-world gov-
ernment—which will replace sovereign nation-states’ 
(Wikipedia contributors, 2025c). Globalism is often used 
by far-right movements to refer to Jewish people, and is 
used interchangeably with the New World Order and 
Deep State conspiracies (Wikipedia contributors, 2025a). 
In close proximity to these conspiracy theories are words 
describing social systems like ‘capitalism’, ‘anarchy’ and 
‘communism’, suggesting that the conspiracy theory of 
globalist new world order is discussed with the same 
seriousness as real social systems. Further away, we see 
words and bigrams like ‘globohomo’, ‘gun control’, ‘holo-
caust’, ‘white genocide’ and ‘woke culture’. White geno-
cide is a white nationalist conspiracy theory, claiming 
there is a deliberate plot (often blamed on Jewish people) 
to cause the extinction of white people (Wikipedia con-
tributors, 2025d). Globohomo is a ‘supposed promotion 
of homosexuality, neoliberal economics, and progres-
sive values coupled with the paternalistic curtailment of 
freedoms by corporate and political interests’ (Wiktion-
ary 2024). The conspiracy theories of ‘globohomo’ and 
‘white genocide’ are connected through their antisem-
itism and homophobia. Jewish people have been stig-
matised as sexually deviant and disobeying patriarchal 
gender norms for centuries. Today, we see many of these 
antisemitic tropes tightly connected to anti-lgbt protests 
(Center on Extremism, 2023).

http://incels.is
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From these words we can discern that climate 
change is connected to so-called ‘woke culture’ (in the 
map close to ‘war on drugs’, ‘coronavirus’, ‘holocaust’ 
and ‘white genocide’)  and its ideas of social injustice. 
Woke, as a derogatory term for social justice activ-
ism and ideas, began to be used in 2010 and is often 
employed to deny any claims of racial, misogynist or 
homophobic injustice (Wikipedia contributors, 2025e). 
From the proximity of these words and their mean-
ing, we can understand that climate change is seen 
in this discourse as a plot by the evil political elites, 
who are trying to eradicate white people through the 
promotion of homosexuality. This is in line with what 
Forchtner found in his systematic review of climate 
change and the far-right research. He writes: “climate 
change might be doubted and climate-change policies 
rejected because activities combating climate change 
are linked to “cosmopolitanism”, “globalism,” a “lib-
eral world government” and a loss of [national] sover-
eignty—all themes strongly opposed by the far right” 
(Forchtner, 2019, p. 5).

On the other hand, in the close proximity to the 
keyword ‘climate crisis’ (Figure 2, Appendix 4 §4), we 
find terms like ‘our knowledge’, ‘its effects’, ‘major eco-
nomic’, but perhaps more importantly ‘neoliberal capital-
ism’, ‘meat industry’, ‘environmental destruction’, ‘politi-
cal corruption’, and ‘corporate power’. This suggests dis-
course that actually resembles the scientific consensus 

(United Nations 2025a, 2025b, 2025c, 2025d), as well as 
discourse used by climate change activists (Chen et al. 
2023). This stark contrast in the language used implies 
that the forum contains both people who believe in the 
science of climate change and people who deny it, as 
can be said about far-right politics in general (Hartman, 
2024). Interestingly though, these people use vastly dif-
ferent vocabularies when talking about this issue, which 
is perhaps symptomatic of the broader societal discus-
sions – two camps with largely different vocabularies 
and contexts of discussion, that end up disconnected 
from each other when the discourse is quantified, likely 
because they don’t necessarily talk to each other even 
though they are in the same forum.

5.2 The topic of severe weather events

Another topic of inquiry is severe weather events, 
which is perhaps the most directly observable impact 
of climate change. The discourse surrounding severe 
weather events is displayed in Figure 2 and was captured 
using three keywords – ‘extreme weather’, ‘hurricanes’ 
and ‘floods’. The last two are positioned very closely 
together in the discourse map (Figure 3, Appendix 4 
§4) and surrounded by words like ‘tsunami’, ‘drought’, 
storms’, ‘earthquakes’, ‘plagues’. Further away we see 
‘social collapse’, ‘civil wars’, ‘bombings’, ‘catastrophes’, 

Figure 1. Discourse map of climate change topic.
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‘nuclear fallout’, ‘wildfire’, etc. This suggests that these 
two examples of common severe weather events are asso-
ciated more broadly with other ‘natural disasters’, and it 
shows that incels perceive the potential of these events to 
cause ‘social collapse’. 

The bigram keyword ‘extreme weather’ (Figure 
4, Appendix 4 §4) stands further away from the other 
two keywords and is tightly knit with the discourse 
that surrounds it. Zooming in on the discourse reveals 
words like ‘supervolcano’ and ‘volcanic eruptions’, 
which suggests that incels perhaps justify the presence 
of extreme weather by volcanic activity – an argument 
often iterated by climate science denialists (Ramos et 
al., 2024). The rest of the words revealed in the con-
textual synonyms map suggest a certain analytical dis-
cussion of impacts of extreme weather events. We find 
words like ‘cataclysm’, ‘environmental destruction’, 
‘water sources’, ‘power outages’, ‘superbugs’, ‘food riots’, 
‘crop failures’ and ‘environmental devastation’. On the 
other hand, the closest word to the ‘extreme weather’ 
keyword is ‘sodinis’, which is the name of a mass killer 
motivated by extreme misogyny (Kimmel 2013). This 
discourse map suggests a wide variety of perspectives 
on the topic ranging from serious discussions of the 
societal impact of severe weather events to reiterating 
climate denialism, and even tying ‘extreme weather’ to 
misogynist mass murder.

5.3 The topic of transition: environmentally friendly 
dimension 

The next two topics subjected to analysis in this 
paper are diet transition and energy transition. Both of 
these topics are divided into environmentally friendly vs 
environmentally destructive dimensions. Firstly, look-
ing into the environmentally friendly diet transition 
discourse map, displayed in Figure 3, we see that the 
keywords ‘vegan’ and ‘plant based’ are relatively distant 
from each other, even though they are describing the 
same thing. 

We see that the keyword ‘plant based’ is surrounded 
by relatively technocratic discourse about diet. We see 
words like ‘low calorie’, ‘high calorie’, ‘high carb’, ‘ani-
mal products’, ‘gluten’, ‘processed foods’, etc. On the 
other hand, the keyword ‘vegan’ has brought into the 
discourse map a rather different set of words. In Figure 5 
(Appendix 4 §4) we find ‘satanist’, ‘hippy’, ‘homo’, ‘weea-
boo’, ‘sissy’, ‘conservacuck’ and ‘demon possessed’. These 
are derogatory terms often used in far-right online spac-
es as insults, and suggest not only that ‘vegan’ is viewed 
as a similar insult to ‘homo’, ‘sissy’, ‘weeaboo’ and ‘con-
servacuck’, but also ties Satanic ritual abuse (moral pan-
ic conspiracy theory about satanic cults ritually abusing 
children) with homosexuality and vegan diets (Wikipe-
dia contributors, 2025b). These two camps of discourse 
again suggest something similar to the climate change 

Figure 2. Discourse map of severe weather events topic.
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discourse map, that is, an existence of two completely 
different and separate discourses – one very technocrat-
ic, the other intensely political and conspiracy-driven.

In the environmentally friendly discourse map of 
energy transition, displayed in Figure 4, we find these 

keywords: ‘green energy’, ‘renewable energy’, ‘solar pan-
els’ and ‘wind turbines’. We see that discourse in this 
map is again relatively varied. We see ‘power plants’, 
‘recycling’, ‘metals’, ‘batteries’ and similar technocratic 
terms, but also find association with far-right conspiracy 

Figure 3. Discourse map of diet transition topic, environmentally friendly dimension.

Figure 4. Discourse map of energy transition topic, environmentally friendly dimension.
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theories with words like ‘globalist’, ‘globo homo’, ‘propa-
ganda machine’, ‘ jewery’, and ‘agitprop’, entering the 
map. Further, we see discourse suggesting disenchant-
ment with neoliberal capitalism through words like ‘run 
by greedy’, ‘state control’, ‘greedy capitalists’, ‘corporatoc-
racy’, and ‘petro dollar’.

Interestingly, with the keyword wind turbines (Fig-
ure 6, Appendix 4 §4), we arrive at a rather dense clus-
ter of derogatory discourse about Aboriginal people and 
communities. Overwhelmingly, we see words like ‘srilan-
ka’, ‘mexican americans’, ‘uoguelph’ (University of Guel-
ph), ‘suomi’ (indigenous people of Findland), ‘vanuatu’, 
‘palau’ (countries in Oceania), ‘Vojvodina’ (region in Ser-
bia), ‘svalbard’ (islands in the north of Norway), ‘mau-
ritania’, ‘osterreich’ (Austria in German), ‘hani’ (region 
in Turkey), ‘qld’ (country in Australia) and ‘australasia’. 
This suggests rather in-depth discussion of wind tur-
bine deployments across the world. For example, in 
Vojvodina, Serbia, a largest wind farm in the country 
was recently built (NOVA.news 2023) and University 
of Guelph opened first wind powered building in 2005 
(Renewable Enery World 2005). Forchtner (2019, p. 4) 
writes that wind turbines are often attacked in far-right 
discourse as a response to climate change. From the dis-
course map, the discussion seems rather technocratic; 
however, a slight tint of far-right ideology is suggested by 
the words ‘faggotry and degeneracy’ and ‘state control’ 
present in the cluster.

5.4 The topic of transition: environmentally destructive 
dimension 

Looking at the discourse map of environmentally 
destructive diet transition, displayed in Figure 5, with 
keywords ‘meat’, ‘dairy’ and ‘carnivore’, we see very sim-
ilar results as with the ‘plant based’ keyword in the envi-
ronmentally friendly diet transition discourse map (Fig-
ure 3). In fact, ‘plant based’ is present in the discourse 
map along with other words that are discussing diet-
related issues. Nowhere in the map is any term that sug-
gests a political dimension of discussion of these issues. 
This shows that diets that include meat are viewed as 
neutral, non-controversial dietary choices among many 
other dietary options, and are discussed in a depoliti-
cized way (unlike vegan diets, which are, according to 
the discourse in Figure 8, homosexual and satanist).

Lastly, we look at the environmentally destruc-
tive dimension of energy transition discourse map dis-
played in Figure 6. The keywords are: ‘fossil fuels’, ‘car-
bon emissions’, ‘greenhouse gas’, ‘oil’ and ‘coal’. With 
keywords ‘oil’ and ‘coal’, we find technocratic discourse 
once again. Words like ‘petro’, ‘fertilizer’, ‘tap water’, 
‘gasoline’, ‘soap’, ‘water’, ‘sugar’ don’t suggest any politi-
cal dimensions of the most frequent context of these 
keywords. 

Zooming in on the keywords ‘fossil fuels’, ‘green-
house gas’ and ‘carbon emissions’ in Figure 7, Appendix 

Figure 5. Discourse map of diet transition topic, environmentally destructive dimension.
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4 §4, which are positioned closest together in the dis-
course map, we find a mix of words carrying techno-
cratic and negative meaning. Among technocratic words, 
we find ‘emissions’, ‘food production’, ‘power plants’ 
or ‘railways’. Among negative words, we find ‘surveil-
lance’, ‘nuclear weapons’ or ‘censorship’. Close to ‘fossil 
fuels’, we also find discourse about the impact of their 
use with words like ‘carcinogens’, ‘toxic chemicals’, ‘air 
quality’, ‘water and air’ and ‘carbon footprint’. This dis-
course can be found between the keywords ‘fossil fuels’ 
and ‘greenhouse gas’. The closest contextual word to 
greenhouse gas is the word ‘global trade’, which suggests 
a discursive connection between climate change and the 
capitalist economy. In a close contextual cluster around 
the keyword ‘carbon emissions’ we find ‘smaller popula-
tion’, ‘electric grid’, ‘remittance’, pharmaceutical drugs’ 
and ‘property values’. Further away but still in proxim-
ity, we find words like ‘mass censorship’, ‘lgbtq agenda’, 
‘quotas’, ‘militarization’, ‘environmental destruction’ and 
‘ban on abortions’, which suggest that ‘carbon emissions’ 
are connected to some conspiracy thinking. Incels often 
engage with scientific knowledge, and participate in a 
selective (re)interpretation of it to justify their world-
views (Cannito and Ferrero Camoletto, 2022; Daly and 
Reed, 2022; Johansson Wilen et al., 2024). Energy schol-
ars have become increasingly sceptical of the concept 
of “energy transition,” arguing that its widespread use 
among engineers, economists, policymakers, and the 

general public places disproportionate emphasis on fuel 
substitution and relies on overly technocratic models of 
change (Daggett, 2021, p. 644). This scientific criticism 
of energy transition could have served as a basis for the 
connection incels draw between carbon emissions, glob-
al capitalism, and far-right conspiracy theories. The fact 
that it is now relatively well known that the concept of 
carbon footprint (very close to greenhouse gas in the 
map) has been invented by fossil fuel publicists to shift 
the responsibility for climate change from petro-compa-
nies to individuals is likely only supporting this shift to 
conspiracy thinking.

6. CONCLUSION

This paper has argued that misogyny and climate 
change denial within far-right movements are not sepa-
rate or incidental phenomena, but interrelated expres-
sions of a broader project to preserve racialized, patriar-
chal power (white supremacy). Drawing on scholarship 
on far-right ideology, coloniality, and political ecology, 
it demonstrated how rigid gender binaries, opposition 
to feminism and LGBTQ+ rights, and hostility toward 
climate science are rooted in a shared commitment to 
maintaining the structural dominance of whiteness and 
heteronormative masculinity. Climate denialism func-
tions as an identity-protective strategy that defends fos-

Figure 6. Discourse map of energy transition topic, environmentally destructive dimension.
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sil-fuel–based social orders historically tied to authori-
tarianism, racial hierarchy, and the exploitation of both 
labor and land. By situating climate change denial with-
in longer histories of colonialism, capitalist extraction, 
and gendered domination, it underscores that far-right 
resistance to climate action is best understood as part 
of a wider backlash against egalitarian social transfor-
mation. This paper conducted quantitatively assisted 
discourse analysis in the incels.is forum – a mano-
sphere forum which lies at the intersection of misogynist 
extremism and white supremacy and is part of the wider 
ecosystem of far-right online subcultures. The analysis 
focused on four overarching climate change-related top-
ics – climate change, severe weather events, diet transi-
tion, and energy transition. 

The discourse analysis reveals that environmental 
topics within the incels.is forum are deeply polarized 
and fragmented, with climate change, severe weather 
events, energy transition, and diet transition articulated 
through sharply divergent discursive frames. Climate 
change emerges as a particularly contested issue, split 
between a denialist discourse rooted in far-right con-
spiracy theories - linking global warming to “globalism,” 
“woke culture,” and antisemitic and homophobic nar-
ratives - and a smaller, distinct discourse aligned with 
scientific consensus and climate justice critiques of neo-
liberal capitalism. A similar two-camp tendency is pre-
sent in discussions of severe weather events, which range 
from analytical engagement with societal impacts to 
climate denialist explanations and even misogynist vio-
lence. Diet and energy transitions further illustrate how 
environmental mitigation is selectively politicized: vegan 
diets are heavily stigmatized through misogynistic, 
homophobic, and conspiratorial language, while meat 
consumption remains depoliticized; renewable energy is 
discussed through a mix of technocratic detail, capital-
ist critique, and far-right ideology, whereas fossil fuels 
are largely normalized through neutral or instrumental 
framings. 

All of the discourse maps reveal large variance in 
the tone in which these topics are discussed. Across top-
ics, technocratic and knowledgeable engagement with 
scientific or policy issues frequently coexists with, and 
lends legitimacy to, conspiratorial interpretations. These 
findings suggest that incel environmental discourse does 
not simply reject climate knowledge but selectively rein-
terprets it in ways that reinforce far-right worldviews, 
demonstrating how environmental issues can function 
as sites where scientific information, misogyny, and 
extremist ideology become mutually entangled.
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