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Summary. Garlic dry rot caused by Fusarium proliferatum is an emerging postharvest
disease that has resulted in severe economic losses, necessitating design and implementation of efficient disease control strategies. Sanitation of planting cloves is critical
for preventing garlic dry rot. This study evaluated the efficacy of commercial chemicals and biocontrol agents, applied at planting as spray treatments, for reducing disease severity and the occurrence of Fusarium spp. in garlic, from the field stage then
through 9 months of postharvest storage. Tebuconazole was the most effective for
reducing disease severity, giving 26.5% reduction of basal plate rots and 44% reduction
of bulb rots, and 33.4% reduction in visible symptoms on cloves relative to the untreated controls. Comparable results were obtained by applying B. subtilis and S. griseoviridis. However, none of the active ingredients tested in this study reduced the incidence
of F. oxysporum and F. proliferatum on basal plates, although tebuconazole reduced
the postharvest incidence of F. proliferatum on cloves by nearly 50%. Incidence of F.
proliferatum increased by 37% in bulbs transferred from storage to room temperature
(25°C) for 15 days, simulating storage in consumers’ homes. These results demonstrate
that spray seed clove treatments have inhibitory effects on postharvest garlic dry rot,
although further research is required to determine the persistence of these treatments
during prolonged storage, especially without low temperatures.
Keywords. Allium sativum, Fusarium spp.,fungicide, biocontrol agent, disease management, garlic dry rot.

INTRODUCTION

Garlic (Allium sativum) is an important horticultural crop grown in temperate regions (Lopez‐Bellido et al., 2016). Garlic produced in Europe accounts
for 3.4% of annual global production (FAO-STAT, 2018), and is of high quality,
making a significant contribution to local economies (Spagnoli, 2014).
In northern Italy, garlic production starts with planting in mid-October
to early November, with harvest in July of the following year. Bulbs develop
during springtime starting from the end of April. After harvest, garlic bulbs
are sun-dried for 15 to 30 d; some are selected as planting material for subsequent production, while others are stored for up to 9 to 10 months in cold
chambers at −4°C until they are delivered to market. Consumers purchase
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and store garlic at room temperature until consumption,
which can be for 10 to 20 d or longer.
Postharvest decay of garlic, in which bulbs are partially or completely empty, was first reported by consumers. Upon close observation, centrally depressed
polygonal brown spots were observed under clove
sheaths during the drying process, with white mycelia visible in severe cases. These symptoms were mostly
recorded postharvest and resulted in yield losses of up
to 30% (Tonti et al., 2012). In 2002, garlic dry rot was
first described as an emerging global disease caused by
Fusarium proliferatum (Dugan et al., 2003), which was
later confirmed by several authors in different geographic areas (Stankovic et al., 2007; Palmero et al., 2010;
Sankar and Babu, 2012; Tonti et al., 2012; Salvalaggio
and Ridao, 2013; Quesada-Ocampo et al., 2014; Leyronas et al., 2018). In the field, Fusarium spp. cause symptoms on garlic roots or remain latent between leaves and
cloves (Stankovic et al., 2007; Mondani et al., 2021b). In
the only systematic studies to date carried out in Italy,
the two main species isolated from asymptomatic and
symptomatic cloves at field and postharvest stages were
F. proliferatum and F. oxysporum, with F. proliferatum
also confirmed as a fumonisin producer (Mondani et al.,
2021a, 2021b), in agreement with Seefelder et al. (2002).
These studies confirmed the relevance of infected seed
cloves for dry rot outbreak, even if it is primarily a postharvest disease.
A study conducted in North America showed that
the incidence of bulbs infected with F. proliferatum at
harvest ranged from 25% to 50%, and that up to 77%
of cloves were symptomatic when peeled after 9 to 16
months of storage, even if they appeared healthy and
firm at the time of harvest (Dugan et al., 2019).
As garlic is propagated vegetatively, selection and
use of healthy seed cloves is critical for reducing fungus
dissemination and dry rot severity. There are no reports
of appropriate methods for selecting healthy garlic seed
cloves on industrial scale, or on control strategies to
prevent/reduce Fusarium incidence along the garlic production chain. Some studies have evaluated the efficacy
of chemical or biological treatments against Fusarium
spp. in garlic. The efficacy of the benomyl in wounded
bulbs was previously demonstrated (Dugan et al., 2007),
but this fungicide has since been withdrawn in Europe.
Due to the EU Directive on Sustainable Use of Pesticides
(2009/128/EC), the number of approved chemical active
ingredients has decreased, and this trend is expected to
continue. It is therefore important that alternative ingredients and control methods are considered, especially
those with greater sustainability than pesticides (Lamichhane et al., 2016; 2020).
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Gálvez Patón et al. (2017), in Spain, evaluated the
commercial fungicides Cabrio® Duo (dimetomorph +
pyraclostrobin), Luna® Experience (fluopyram + tebuconazole, and Flint® Max (tebuconazole + trifloxystrobin), with promising in vitro results. In these experiments, F. proliferatum was grown on potato dextrose
agar (PDA) plates containing low amounts of the fungicides. However, the same products applied in the field as
foliage sprays during crop development (May and June)
failed to prevent postharvest garlic rot,
Thermotherapy at 50°C has been reported to greatly
decrease the viability of F. proliferatum conidia grown
in vitro, but the treatment has yet to be tested on garlic
seed cloves (Palmero Llamas et al., 2013). Other studies have also reported that Fusarium spp. was controlled
in vitro with biocontrol agents (BCAs) (Ju et al., 2013;
Evangelista-Martínez, 2014; Ghanbarzadeh et al., 2014;
Samsudin and Magan, 2016), but these agents have not
been tested on garlic crops in the field. Trichoderma spp.
and Bacillus subtilis were the most promising BCAs,
with laboratory trials (Mondani et al., 2021c) demonstrating their efficacy against Fusarium spp. isolated
from garlic.
Garlic seed clove treatments have not been tested,
but this disease management strategy may ensure protection in early stages of plant development and improve
yield quality and postharvest product preservability. Attention has been paid to this approach, although
detailed knowledge is lacking (Lamichhane et al., 2016;
Pedrini et al., 2016; Hitaj et al., 2020). The lack of efficacy of foliar applied fungicides suggests that intervention
on propagation material could prevent pathogen activity
from early crop growth stages, particularly as Fusarium
spp. have been confirmed in seed cloves.
The aim of the present study was to assess the efficacy of chemical and biological active ingredients, applied
as spray pre-planting seed clove treatments, for preserving garlic bulbs during crop growth and postharvest
storage. Disease incidence and severity, caused by Fusarium spp., in garlic bulb basal plates and tissues, were
used as measures of the effectiveness of the seed clove
treatments.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Media
Water agar (WA) was prepared by dissolving 20 g of
agar (2%; Oxoid) in 1 L of double-distilled water. PDA
was prepared by mixing 15 g of agar (2%; Oxoid) and 10
g of dextrose with 1 L of potato broth (200 g of potato
per litre of water).
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Table 1. Commercial plant protection products (chemicals or biocontrol agents) used in field trials.
Product
Chemicals
MYSTIC 430SC
BUMPER P
Biocontrol agents
Serenade Max
Mycostop
Remedier
Lifestrong Vam L

Active ingredients
Tebuconazole, 250 g L-1
Prochloraz, 400 g L-1/l +
propiconazole 90 g L-1/l
Bacillus subtilis (5.13 × 1010 CFU g-1)
Streptomyces griseoviridis K61 (5 × 108
CFU g-1)
Trichoderma harzianum + T. gamsii (3
× 107 CFU g-1)
Mycorrhiza (100 spores g-1) + B.
subtilis, Pseudomonas fluorescens,
Azospirillum lipoferum (3 × 108 CFU
g-1) + Trichoderma (1 × 108 CFU g-1)

Manufacturer

Product label use rates

Nufarm Italia, Bologna, Italy

580 mL ha-1

ADAMA Italia, Grassobio, Italy

1100 mL ha-1

Bayer Crop Science, Milan, Italy

2500 g in 500 L, as seed clove treatment

Verdera Oy, Kurjenkellontie, Finland 10 g in 100 L, as seed clove treatment
Isagro, Milan, Italy

10 g L-1 as seed clove treatment + 2500
g ha-1 as soil treatment

Fertilidea Srl, Pompei, Italy

2 to 4 L ha-1

Seed treatments, field location, and experimental design
The experiment field was located in San Pietro in
Cerro, Piacenza (northern Italy; 45.01 N, 9.94 E). The
research was conducted over two consecutive garlic growing seasons (2017–2018 and 2018–2019). Six
commercial plant protection products were evaluated,
including two chemicals and four BCAs. These had been
shown to be effective in preliminary in vitro experiments (Mondani et al., 2021c). All the products were
used at the doses indicated on the product labels (Table
1). At the end of October each growing season, spray
seed clove treatments were applied through the planting
machinery (four row bulb planter; JJ Broch), by wetting
the cloves and spraying the products into planning furrows. The trials were each arranged in a strip plot design
with four replicates, with each strip covering an area of
810 m2, with interrow distance of 30 to 40 cm and seed
clove density of 27 cloves m-2.
Monitoring of seed clove treatment efficacy throughout the
garlic production process
Garlic plants (locally developed variety Ottolini)
were sampled over the 2 years of this study, both from
the field and postharvest, as shown in Table 2. Three
crop growth stages were selected to monitor disease
severity and fungal incidence in bulb basal plates and
tissues: BBCH 15 (5th leaf visible; mid-April), BBCH 45
(half bulb final diameter; end of May), and BBCH 49
(harvest; end of June) (Lopez‐Bellido et al. 2016; Mondani et al., 2021b). Harvested bulbs were sun-dried for
1 month until the beginning of August in an open field
(with coverage in case of rain) and were then stored in

cold chambers at −4°C for 9 months, according to the
locally used management practices. Inspections of symptomatic bulbs postharvest were carried out four times:
after 3 months (end October), 6 months (early February
of the following year), and 9 months (mid-May of the
following year) of cold chamber storage, and then 15 d
after the bulbs were transferred from the cold chamber
to room temperature (≈ 25°C), simulating the period
after delivery to consumers. After 9 months of storage
and 15 d at room temperature, symptomatic cloves and
bulbs were counted, and fungi were isolated from bulb
basal plates and cloves. Basal plates and bulbs were separately analyzed as previously described (Mondani et al.,
2021a). Bulb water activity (aw) was measured at four
critical steps of the production process: at BBCH49, at
the end of natural drying, after 9 months of cold storage,
and after 15 d at room temperature.
Inspections and fungus isolations from bulb basal plates
Four replicates of five plants per seed clove treatment (total of 20 plants) were sampled at three field
growth stages (BBCH15, BBCH45, and BBCH49). Based
on visual inspections, symptom severity on each bulb
was scored using five categories (Mondani et al., 2021b):
0%, asymptomatic; 10%, small brown spots near the
basal plate (base of radicles); 35%, brown spots on onehalf of the basal plate; 65%, brown spots on the entire
perimeter of the basal plate, with or without white
mycelia on the inner cloves and violet pigmentation on
the radicles; or 90%, brown spots on the basal plate and
bulb, necrotic radicles, and visible white mycelia. Basal
plate severity index (BPSI) was calculated for each sampling time point by multiplying the number of plants in
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Table 2. Experimental scheme of garlic plant/bulb sampling time points in the production chain, from growth in the field through postharvest cold storage and deliverya.
Field
Data collection time point

Basal plates
Inspection of bulb basal plates (BPSI)
Fungus isolations from bulb basal plates

Room
temperature

Cold storage

BBCH15

BBCH45

BBCH49

Drying

3 months

6 months

9 months

15 d

April

May

June

July

October

February

May

May

20 plants
20 plants

20 plants
20 plants

20 plants
20 plants

24 bulbs

24 bulbs

five bulbs

five bulbs

120 bulbs

120 bulbs

24 bulbs
24 bulbs

24 bulbs
24 bulbs

Bulbs
Water activityb
Visual inspection of symptomatic bulbs
(BSI)
Count of symptomatic cloves/bulb
Fungus isolations from bulbs

five bulbs

five bulbs
120 bulbs

120 bulbs

aThe

number of plants/bulbs reported at each sampling time point is the total number sampled for each seed clove treatment.
activity was measured at key steps in the chain.
Abbreviations: BBCH15, 5th leaf visible (mid-April); BBCH45, half of bulb final diameter (31 May); BBCH 49 (ripening; 30 June); BPSI,
basal plate severity index; BSI, bulb severity index.

bWater

each disease severity category with the corresponding
disease severity value and dividing by the number of
plants collected per sampling time point (20).
Direct fungus isolation was performed by sampling
a portion of basal plates from each bulb (whether it was
symptomatic or asymptomatic), during field growth
stages and postharvest. The samples were washed with
tap water for 20 min, surface-disinfected with 1% NaOCl for 1 min, and plated on WA as previously described
(Mondani et al.,2021b). Resulting colonies were transferred to PDA and identified at the genus level (Schwartz
and Mohan, 2016), and Fusarium colonies were identified at the species level based on morphological features
(Leslie and Summerell, 2006). One isolate per morphological group was confirmed by molecular identification (Mondani et al., 2021b) using established protocols
(Nicolaisen et al., 2009; Mbofung and Pryor, 2010).
Inspection and fungus isolation from bulbs
To simulate product selection by garlic producers,
bulbs were inspected at four time points during storage (Table 2). Bulb disease severity was determined by
touching the cloves and estimating the number that were
emptied (0–100% emptiness per bulb), without removing
the or disrupting the bulb sheath. As the mean number
of cloves per bulb was 10, each empty clove represented a
10% increment in severity. Bulb severity index (BSI) was
calculated with the following formula:

BSI = ([10 × n1] + [20 × n2] + […] + [100 × n10]) / no. of
plants sampled,
where numbers from 10 to 100 represent the percentages
of cloves emptied by the fungus, and n1 to n10 are the
number of bulbs in each severity category.
At the 9-month and 15-d time points, six bulbs were
randomly selected from the four trial replicates based on
selling quality category (bulb diam. = 35–46 mm, or >46
mm), for a total of 24 bulbs per seed bulb treatment. To
verify disease severity, all sampled bulbs were peeled and
the percentage of symptomatic cloves in each bulb was
calculated with the following formula:
% symptomatic cloves = (no. of cloves with brown
spots / total no. of cloves in bulb) × 100.
Direct fungus isolation was carried out from cloves
at 9 months and 15 d. Asymptomatic and symptomatic
cloves (20 each) were randomly selected for each quality category and seed clove treatment (20 cloves × seven
seed clove treatments × two categories × two sampling
time points × 2 years = total of 1120 asymptomatic and
1120 symptomatic cloves). Clove portions were washed
with tap water for 20 min and plated, and resulting fungus colonies were identified as reported above.
Determination of bulb water activities (aw)
At BBCH 49, after 1 month of natural drying, at
9 months of cold storage, and after 15 d of room tem-
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perature storage, aw was measured using an Aqualab
Pre instrument (Meter Group). Five bulbs were sampled
from each seed clove treatment. Central cloves of each
bulb were removed (two replicates) and used for analysis. Each measurement was repeated 3 times.
Statistical analyses
BPSI, BSI, % symptomatic cloves/bulb, and incidence of fungus species (Fusarium spp.) were arcsinetransformed to homogenize means (Clewer and Scarisbrick, 2001). Transformed data and aw values were subjected to analyses of variance. Tukey’s test was used to
compare means (P < 0.01). Statistical analyses were carried out using PASW Statistics v25 (SPSS Inc.).
RESULTS

Basal plate inspections and fungus isolations
Basal plates were divided into severity categories, and BPSI was calculated at three growth stages
(BBCH15, BBCH45, and BBCH49) during crop development, and at two postharvest time points (9 months
and 15 d). During the postharvest period, all bulb basal
plates were of severity category 3 (brown spots visible
on the entire basal plate perimeter, with growing mycelia occasionally visible). This category corresponded to a
severity value of 65%, and these data were excluded from
the statistical analyses.
Statistically significant differences were detected
between treatments (P < 0.01) based on the ANOVA.
Untreated control plants had the greatest mean disease
severity (43.7%), along with those treated with the commercial BCA product including Trichoderma and B. subtilis as active ingredients. Greatest disease reductions
resulted from the chemicals tebuconazole (mean severity = 32.1%) and prochloraz + propiconazole (35.0%).
Chemicals (mean BPSI = 33.6%) gave greater bulb rot
reductions than the BCAs (mean BPSI = 37.1%), but B.
subtilis and S. griseoviridis as single active ingredients
gave similar results (mean BPSI = 35.6%) to the chemical treatments. Statistically significant differences were
observed between the 2 years of the study, with a 12.9%
greater mean disease severity in year 2 compared to year
1. Disease severity on bulb basal plates increased during
the cropping seasons, from 4.1% at BBCH15 to 55.9% at
BBCH49), and to 65% postharvest (Table 3).
The main fungus genus isolated from basal plates
was Fusarium. Other genera were sporadically isolated,
including Rhizopus (mean of 3.2% for all treatments and
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years) analyzed), Trichoderma (1.0%), Alternaria (0.82%),
and Penicillium (0.42%). Data for these other genera
were excluded from the statistical analyses.
Two species of Fusarium were identified, namely,
F. oxysporum and F. proliferatum. Active ingredients
applied as seed clove treatments were not effective in
controlling these two fungi on bulb basal plates (Table
3). Both F. oxysporum and F. proliferatum were detected
at incidences comparable to those in the untreated control samples. Mean incidence of F. oxysporum was greater in year 1 (28.5%) than in year 2 (21.3%) (P < 0.01)
(Table 3). The rates of isolation of the two species also
varied according to the time point of sampling. Greatest incidence of F. oxysporum was at BBCH15 (mean =
38.2%) and BBCH49 (29.6%) (P < 0.01). Fusarium proliferatum showed a similar trend, with least incidence at
BBCH45 (mean = 50.7%) and greatest at the time of harvest (BBCH49, 63.2%) (P < 0.01) (Table 3). After the cold
storage period, when bulbs were stored at ≈ 25°C for 15
ds, the two species showed opposite trends: F. oxysporum mean incidence on bulb basal plates decreased
by 7.5% from 26.5% at 9 months, and to 19.0% at 15 d,
whereas that of F. proliferatum increased by 12.5% from
52.1% to 64.6% (P < 0.01) (Table 3).
Bulb inspections and fungus isolations
Bulbs were first inspected by touch to estimate the
percentage of cloves emptied by fungus pathogens,
which is the method commonly used by garlic producers. Among the treatments, tebuconazole and bacterium
BCAs gave the least bulb disease severity (mean BSI =
10.6%), followed by prochloraz + propiconazole (13.5%)
and the fungus BCA (mean = 14.7%). All the treatments
resulted in significant differences in disease severity (P <
0.01) relative to the untreated controls (16.6%) (Table 4).
After 9 months of cold storage, bulbs were peeled
and the number of symptomatic cloves per bulb was
counted. Tebuconazole was the most effective treatment
for reducing disease symptoms (mean = 30.5% symptomatic cloves/bulb), and this treatment differed (P <
0.01) the untreated control (45.8% symptomatic cloves/
bulb). All the other treatments showed comparable performance, with B. subtilis (35.4%) and Trichoderma +
B. subtilis (36.8%) giving less disease than the untreated control. Differences in BSI were observed between
the years of study (6.0% in year 1 and 20.1% in year 2;
P < 0.01) (Table 4). BSI increased during bulb storage,
but the number of symptomatic cloves in the bulbs was
the same at 9 months and after 15 d at room temperature. However, bulbs with large diameters (>46 mm)
had greater mean proportion (41.2%) of symptomatic
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Table 3. Mean garlic bulb basal plate severity indices (BPSI), and
mean incidence of fungi isolated from basal plates, for different
field trial treatments, two growing seasons (Year 1, 2017–2018, and
Year 2, 2018–2019), and field crop and postharvest sampling time
pointsa.
Incidence (%)
Parameter

BPSI (%)

F.
F.
oxysporum proliferatum

A Treatmentb
Control
Trichoderma + Bacillus subtilis
T. harzianum + T. gamsii
S. griseoviridis
B. subtilis
Prochloraz + propiconazole
Tebuconazole

**
43.7
39.8
37.9
34.9
35.8
35.0
32.1

n.s.
22.6
24.9
25.9
25.9
24.0
23.4
27.5

n.s.
55.8
55.8
55.1
57.0
59.0
60.6
55.0

B Year
Year 1
Year 2

**
34.5 a
39.6 b

**
28.5 b
21.3 a

n.s.
56.2
57.6

C Sampling time point
BBCH15
BBCH45
BBCH49
9 months
15 days

**
4.1 a
51.0 b
55.9 c
§
§

**
38.2
11.1
29.6
26.5
19.0

**
53.9
50.7
63.2
52.1
64.6

Interactions
A×B
A×C
B×C
A×B×C

n.s.
n.s.
*
n.s.

n.s.
n.s.
**
n.s.

dc
cd
bc
abc
abc
ab
a

d
a
cd
bc
ab

applied treatments (Table 4). Incidence of Fusarium spp.
on bulbs was comparable between the 2 years of this
study. However, only F. proliferatum showed significant
differences between sampling time points, with incidence almost doubled after bulbs were removed from the
cold chambers and stored at room temperature for 15
d (19.7% after 9 months and 31.3% after the subsequent
15 days; P < 0.01). Large bulbs had greater incidence of
F. oxysporum (7.2%) than smaller bulbs (3.8%; P < 0.05)
(Table 4). Mean incidence of Penicillium spp. was also
reduced by tebuconazole (mean = 1.9%) compared to the
untreated control (7.9%), and these fungi were isolated
at a greater rate in year 2 (7.6%) than in year 1 (0.6%;
P<0.05).
Water potential of garlic cloves

abc
a
bc
ab
c

n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.

seed cloves were subjected to seven treatments. Experimental factor statistical significance (*, P <0.05; **, P < 0.01; n.s., not
significant P > 0.05) is indicated.
bTreatment (A), year (B), and sampling time point (C) were factors
in the analysis of variance of data.
cMeans accompanied by the same letters are not different (Tukey’s
test, P < 0.01).
§ Indicates that data were not included in statistical analysis (see
text).

No statistically significant differences (P > 0.05)
in aw values were detected during the four time points
after harvest during storage, nor were there differences
in these measurements between the applied treatments.
However, differences were observed between the 2 years
of this study, with greater overall aw in year 1 (mean =
0.927) than in year 2 (0.947). Similarly, there were differences in this parameter between the sampling times,
with the greatest mean aw at harvest (0.976), which
decreased after the natural drying process (to 0.874),
before increasing during cold storage (to 0.940 at 9
months), and then in storage for 15 d at room temperature (to 0.959) (Table 5).

aGarlic

cloves than small (36–46 mm) bulbs (34.0%; P < 0.01)
(Table 4).
Fusarium was the main genus isolated from cloves
(mean incidence = 31.3%), followed by Penicillium.
(7.2%). Other genera, including Rhizopus, Aspergillus,
and Alternaria, were isolated sporadically (mean incidence <2% across treatments and years), and were
excluded from statistical analyses. Tebuconazole reduced
F. proliferatum incidence on bulbs mean = 16.6%) relative to the untreated control (31.7%) (P < 0.05), whereas occurrence of F. oxysporum was unaffected by the

DISCUSSION

Garlic is propagated vegetatively, and the selection
of healthy planting material is critical to ensure high
quantity, quality, and consumer safety in bulb production. Fusarium proliferatum, the main causative agent of
dry rot (Palmero et al., 2012; Tonti et al., 2012; Mondani
et al., 2021a; Mondani et al., 2021b), is detected in significant proportions of apparently healthy garlic cloves
(Dugan et al., 2019), so selection of pathogen-free seed
cloves on an industrial scale is difficult and usually not
achievable.
In the present study, spray seed clove treatments
with fungicides were assessed as a measure for reducing
bulb dry rot severity and latent infections in symptomless bulbs. Efficacy of chemicals and BCAs was assessed
for control of F. proliferatum and garlic dry rot, from
early crop stages and through prolonged storage periods.
The tested active ingredients were selected according to published in vitro efficacy data and preliminary
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Table 4. Mean garlic disease severity indices (BSI), percentages of symptomatic cloves/bulbs and mean incidence of fungi isolated garlic
cloves, for different field trial treatments, two growing seasons (Year 1, 2017–2018, and Year 2, 2018–2019), and field crop and postharvest
sampling time pointsa. †.
Parameter
Treatmentb

BSI (%)

A
Control
Trichoderma + B. subtilis
T. harzianum + T. gamsii
S. griseoviridis
B. subtilis
Prochloraz + Propiconazole
Tebuconazole

**
16.6
15.3
14.1
11.1
11.4
13.5
9.3

B Year
Year 1
Year 2

**
6.0 a
20.1 b

C Sampling time point
3 months
6 months
9 months
15 days

**
10.1
11.8
13.3
17.0

D Category
Bulb diameter 36–46 mm
Bulb diameter ≥46 mm
Interactions
A×B
A×C
A×D
B×C
B×D
C×D
A×B×C
A×B×D
A×C×D
B×C×D
A×B×C×D

**
n.s.
n.s.
**
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.

cc
bc
bc
a
a
b
a

a
b
c
d

% Symptomatic cloves/
bulbd
**
45.8
36.8
37.2
40.2
35.4
37.5
30.5

Incidence, %
F. oxysporum

F. proliferatum

n.s.
7.0
7.7
5.3
6.3
2.8
4.7
4.7

*
31.7
24.0
28.4
29.7
20.9
27.2
16.6

n.s.
38.8
36.4

n.s
6.7
4.3

n.s.
27.1
23.8

n.s.

n.s.

**

36.3
38.9

5.9
5.1

19.7 a
31.3 b

**
34.0 a
41.2 b

*
3.8 a
7.2 b

n.s.
23.9
27.1

*
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
**
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.

**
*
n.s.
*
**
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.

*
*
n.s.
*
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.

c
ab
abc
bc
ab
abc
a

b
ab
ab
b
ab
ab
a

seed cloves were subjected to seven treatments. Experimental factor statistical significance (*, P <0.05; **, P < 0.01; n.s., not significant P > 0.05) is indicated.
bTreatment (A), year (B), sampling time point (C), and category (D) were factors in the analysis of variance of data.
d % of symptomatic cloves/bulb = (No. of cloves showing brown spots / total No. of cloves in bulb) × 100.
cDifferent lowercase letters indicate significant differences with Tukey’s test (P<0.01).
aGarlic

experiments conducted in vitro and in pots (Mondani et
al., 2021c). Triazoles are fungicides that block the demethylation step of sterol biosynthesis in cell membranes
(Osborne and Scott, 2018), and these compounds inhibit
Fusarium growth, with 50% lethal doses (LD50s) ranging
from 0.24 to 6.5 mg L-1 and LD90 of 10 mg L-1/l (Müllenborn et al., 2008; Marín et al., 2013). BCAs were selected
based on their modes of action, which likely reflect dif-

ferent mechanisms of interaction with Fusarium under
field conditions. Bacterial BCAs produce compounds
that inhibit plant pathogen growth and stimulate systemic immune responses in crops (Stein, 2005). Bacillus subtilis was shown to suppress F. oxysporum and F.
graminearum mycelium growth and sporulation (Kim
and Knudsen, 2013; Zhao et al., 2014). Streptomyces
griseoviridis can produce antibiotics and hydrolytic
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Table 5. Mean water activity (aw) in garlic cloves, for different field
trial treatments, two growing seasons (Year 1, 2017–2018, and Year
2, 2018–2019), and field crop and postharvest sampling time pointsa.
Parameter

aw

A Treatmentb
Control
Trichoderma + B. subtilis
T. harzianum + T. gamsii
S. griseoviridis
B. subtilis
Prochloraz + propiconazole
Tebuconazole

n.s.
0.939
0.941
0.923
0.942
0.936
0.934
0.945

B Year
Year 1
Year 2

**
0.927 ac
0.947 b

C Sampling time
BBCH49
Natural drying
9 months
15 days

**
0.976
0.874
0.940
0.959

Interactions
A×B
A×C
B×C
A×B×C

d
a
b
c

n.s.
*
**
n.s.

aGarlic

seed cloves were subjected to seven treatments. Experimental factor statistical significance (*, P <0.05; **, P < 0.01; n.s., not
significant P > 0.05) is indicated.
bTreatment (A), year (B), and sampling time point (C) were factors
in the analysis of variance of data.
cDifferent lowercase letters indicate significant differences with Tukey’s test (P<0.01).

enzymes that affect cell membranes in F. oxysporum
and F. proliferatum isolated from cucurbit plants (Zhao
et al., 2013). In contrast, fungus BCAs such as Trichoderma spp. compete with pathogenic microbes for space
and nutrients (Kubicek et al., 2001; Kavitha and Nelson,
2013). Some Trichoderma spp. isolates were reported to
rapidly colonize substrates and parasitize F. oxysporum
mycelia within 48 h after inoculation (Sharma, 2011).
The present study assessed the efficacy of fungicides
based on visible symptoms and incidence of Fusarium
on garlic plant basal plates and bulbs. The effects of seed
clove treatments on disease severity in basal bulb plates
and plant roots (as measured by BPSI) confirmed previous results from trials conducted with plants grown in
pots under conditions (sowing period and environment)
comparable to open field cultivation (Mondani et al.,
2021c). Tebuconazole was the most effective active ingre-

dient (mean BPSI = 32.1%) and gave similar disease levels as prochloraz + propiconazole (35.0%) and bacterial
BCAs (35.4%).
The treatments did not affect incidence of F. oxysporum or F. proliferatum on bulb basal plates, despite
reducing disease severity. Additional analysis is required
to determine the sites of Fusarium spp. colonization of
the cloves, given that F. proliferatum has been detected
in 25 to 50% of apparently healthy garlic bulbs (Dugan
et al., 2019). In preliminary studies in our laboratory, F.
proliferatum was isolated from garlic cloves, which may
explain the low efficacy of the seed clove treatments.
Differences in BPSI were observed between the 2
years of this study, with mean disease severity increasing from 34.5% in year 1 (2017–2018) to 39.6% in year
2 (2018–2019). Weather conditions differed over the 2
years (Mondani, et al., 2021b): more rainfall and lower
temperatures were recorded in the spring (mid-April
until end of May) of year 2 than in year 1, when bulbs
were between BBCH15 and BBCH45 growth stages. In
year 1, spring rainfall was 258.3 mm and mean temperature was 14.6°C, while in year 2 spring rainfall was 82.8
mm and mean temperature was 18.7°C). This difference
may have increased the impact of Fusarium on garlic
bulbs in year 2. However, the active ingredient × year
interaction effect was not significant, so irrespective of
disease severity, the seed clove treatment reduced BPSI,
but only by 9% to 27% relative to the untreated controls.
Tebuconazole and the BCAs B. subtilis and S. griseoviridis controlled dry rot in the garlic bulbs. A maximum of one or two cloves per bulb were emptied by the
fungus (14% less BSI compared to the controls). After
bulb peeling, tebuconazole was confirmed as the most
effective active ingredient, with fewer visible symptoms
on the cloves (35% lower) relative to the controls. Bacillus subtilis as single active ingredient, Trichoderma + B.
subtilis, and T. harzianum + T. gamsii, so as the chemicals prochloraz + propiconazole, were less effective for
reducing visible symptoms, although these treatments
did not differ significantly from tebuconazole. The treatments had no effects on the incidence of F. oxysporum
and very limited effects on F. proliferatum in cloves, with
only tebuconazole (mean BSI = 16.6%) giving a statistically significant reduction in the abundance of these
fungi compared to the controls (BSI = 31.7%). Other
fungal genera (Rhizopus, Aspergillus, and Alternaria)
were isolated sporadically and their occurrence was
unaffected by the treatments applied to seed cloves.
The seed clove treatments did not affect water activity (aw) in garlic cloves. Values above 0.90 (the threshold for Fusarium growth and metabolic activity; Marín
et al., 1996) were recorded during cold storage, and
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these increased after the bulbs were removed from cold
chambers (mean aw = 0.959), and were then stored at a
temperature (≈25°C) that is favorable for F. proliferatum activity, as found in markets or after sale consumer
homes. The increase in aw is consistent with previous
results (Mondani et al., 2021a) and was expected because
of the high relative humidity (≈90%) set inside cold
chambers to prevent garlic dehydration.
Application of fungicides or BCAs as sprayed seed
treatments generally yielded positive results for controlling postharvest rot in garlic bulbs, and reduced visible
symptoms, from the field stage through prolonged storage. This is unlike fungicides sprayed on garlic leaves,
which was shown to be ineffectual (Gálvez Patón et al.,
2017). Tebuconazole was the most effective seed clove
treatment, giving a 44% reduction in BSI, 33% reduction
in visible rot symptoms, and 48% reduction of incidence
of F. proliferatum. BCAs, and particularly B. subtilis, also
performed well, giving 31% reduction of BSI, 23% reduction of visible symptoms, and 34% reduction of incidence of F. proliferatum. Therefore, promising BCAs are
available for use in organic farming.
The impacts of these treatments on bulb dry rot
cannot be considered as satisfactory, because 30-35%
of bulbs were symptomatic, with incidence of F. proliferatum 16% recorded from the most effective treatment.
The treatments had limited impacts on the incidence of
both F. proliferatum and F. oxysporum, especially once
the bulbs were transferred to room temperature. The
aw >0.94 during cold storage, which increased in the
last step of the garlic production chain (room temperature storage), probably promoted growth of the pathogenic fungi. One option to enhance garlic clove protection during germination and seedling development is
to apply treatments as film coatings instead of sprays
(Rocha et al., 2019; Afzal et al., 2020). On the other
hand, the isolation of F. proliferatum from cloves is a
further concern. Future studies should also investigate
whether treatment of cloves can minimize the presence
of fungi while preserving clove germinability. Persistence of treatments should also be determined, especially in the case of BCAs that can potentially survive
cold storage and be reactivated once treated material is
moved to room temperature.
This study contributes to the management of garlic
dry, rot as it has demonstrated positive effects achieved
by seed clove treatments, although they can probably be
improved. The study has also identified weak points in
the garlic production chain as topics for future research.
Further effort is required to provide stakeholders with
safe and highly effective solutions for preventing and
managing garlic dry rot.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Letizia Mondani worked on this project as a PhD
student at the Agrisystem Doctoral School. The project was supported by the PSR program 16.1.01 “Gruppi operativi del PEI per la produttività e le sostenibilità
dell’agricoltura” Sottomisura 16.1 of Emilia-Romagna
region, Focus Area 2A, Project no. 5005108 “Guidelines
to reduce Fusarium rot in Piacenza White Garlic.”
FUNDING

This research did not receive any specific grants
from funding agencies in the public, commercial, or notfor-profit sectors.
DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

The data that support the findings of this study are
available from the corresponding author, upon reasonable request.
LITERATURE CITED

Afzal I.,Talha Javed T., Amirkhani M., Taylor A.G. 2020.
Modern seed technology: Seed coating delivery systems for enhancing seed and crop performance. Agriculture 10(11): 526. doi: 10.3390/agriculture10110526.
Clewer A.G., Scarisbrick D.H., 2001. Practical statistics
and Experimental Design for Plant and Crop Science.
Chichester: John Wiley & Sons.
Dugan F.M., Hellier B.C., Lupien S.L., 2003. First report
of Fusarium proliferatum causing rot of garlic bulbs
in North America. Plant Pathology 52(3): 426. doi:
10.1046/j.1365-3059.2003.00852.x.
Dugan F.M., Hellier B.C., Lupien S.L., 2007. Pathogenic
fungi in garlic seed cloves from the United States and
China, and efficacy of fungicides against pathogens
in garlic germplasm in Washington State. Journal of
Phytopathology 155: 437–445. doi: 10.1111/j.14390434.2007.01255.x.
Dugan F.M., Lupien S.L., Hellier B.C., 2019. Infection by Fusarium proliferatum in aerial garlic bulbils is strongly reduced compared to rates in seed
cloves when both originate from infected bulbs.
Crop Protection 116: 43–48. doi: 10.1016/j.cropro.2018.10.006.
Evangelista-Martínez Z., 2014. Isolation and characterization of soil Streptomyces species as potential biological control agents against fungal plant pathogens.

36

World Journal of Microbiology and Technology (30):
1639–1647. doi: 10.1007/s11274-013-1568-x.
FAO-STAT, 2018. FAO-STAT. Available at: http://www.
fao.org/faostat/en/#home.
Gálvez Patón L., Redondas Marrero M.D., Palmero Llamas D., 2017. In vitro and field efficacy of three fungicides against Fusarium bulb rot of garlic. European
Journal of Plant Pathology 148(2): 321. doi: 10.1007/
s10658-016-1091-7.
Ghanbarzadeh B., Safaie N., Goltapeh E.M., 2014.
Antagonistic activity and hyphal interactions of
Trichoderma spp. against Fusarium proliferatum
and F. oxysporum in vitro. Archives of Phytopathology and Plant Protection 47(16):1979–1987. doi:
10.1080/03235408.2013.864506.
Hitaj C., Smith D., Code A., Wechsler S., Esker P., Douglas M., 2020. Sowing Uncertainty: What We Do and
Don’t Know about the Planting of Pesticide-Treated
Seed. BioScience 70. doi: 10.1093/biosci/biaa019.
Ju R., Zhao Y., Li J., Jiang H., Liu P., ... Liu X., 2013. Identification and evaluation of a potential biocontrol
agent, Bacillus subtilis, against Fusarium spp. in apple
seedlings. Annals of Microbiology 64(1): 377–383. doi:
10.1007/s13213-013-0672-3.
Kavitha T. Nelson, R., 2013. Exploiting the biocontrol
activity of Trichoderma spp against root rot causing
phytopathogens. ARPN Journal of Agricultural and
Biological Science 8(7):571–574.
Kim T.G., Knudsen G.R., 2013. Relationship between
the biocontrol fungus Trichoderma harzianum and
the phytopathogenic fungus Fusarium solani f.sp.
pisi. Applied Soil Ecology 68: 57–60. doi: 10.1016/j.
apsoil.2013.03.009.
Kubicek C.P., Mach R.L., Peterbauer C.K., Lorito M.,
2001. Trichoderma: from genes to biocontrol. Journal
of Plant Pathology 83:11–23. Available at: http://www.
jstor.org/stable/41998018.
Lamichhane J.R., Dachbrodt-Saaydeh S., Kudsk P., Messéan A., 2016. Toward a reduced reliance on conventional pesticides in european agriculture. Plant
Disease 100(1):10–24. doi: 10.1094/PDIS-05-150574-FE.
Lamichhane J.R., You M.P., Laudinot V., Barbetti M.J.,
Aubertot J.N., 2020. Revisiting sustainability of fungicide seed treatments for field crops. Plant Disease
104(3):610–623. doi: 10.1094/PDIS-06-19-1157-FE.
Leslie J.F., Summerell B.A., 2006. The Fusarium Laboratory Manual. Blackwell Publishing. doi:
10.1002/9780470278376.
Leyronas C., Chrétien P.L., Troulet C., Duffaud M., Villeneuve F., … Hunyadi H., 2018. First report of Fusarium proliferatum causing garlic clove rot in France.

Letizia Mondani et alii

Plant Disease 102(12): 2658. doi: 10.1094/PDIS-06-180962-PDN.
Lopez‐Bellido F.J., Lopez‐Bellido R.J., Muñoz‐Romero
V., Fernandez‐Garcia P., Lopez‐Bellido L., 2016. New
phenological growth stages of garlic (Allium sativum). Annals of Applied Biology 169(3): 423–439. doi:
10.1111/aab.12312.
Marín S., Sanchis V., Teixido A., Saenz R., Ramos A.J.,
… Magan N., 1996. Water and temperature relations
and microconidial germination of Fusarium moniliforme and Fusarium proliferatum from maize. Canadian Journal of Microbiology 42(10): 1045–1050. doi:
10.1139/m96-134.
Marín P., de Ory A., Cruz A., Magan N., González-Jaén
M.T., 2013. Potential effects of environmental conditions on the efficiency of the antifungal tebuconazole
controlling Fusarium verticillioides and Fusarium
proliferatum growth rate and fumonisin biosynthesis. International Journal of Food Microbiology 165(3):
251–258. doi: 10.1016/j.ijfoodmicro.2013.05.022.
Mbofung G.C.Y., Pryor B.M., 2010. A PCR-based assay
for detection of Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. lactucae
in lettuce seed’. Plant Disease 94(7): 860–866. doi:
10.1094/PDIS-94-7-0860.
Mondani L., Chiusa G., Pietri A., Battilani P., 2021a. Monitoring the incidence of dry rot caused by Fusarium
proliferatum in garlic at harvest and during storage.
Postharvest Biology and Technology 173: 111407. doi:
10.1016/j.postharvbio.2020.111407.
Mondani L., Chiusa G., Battilani P., 2021b. Fungi associated with garlic during the cropping season, with
focus on Fusarium proliferatum and F. oxysporum.
Plant Health Progress 22: 37-46. doi: 10.1094/PHP06-20-0054-RS.
Mondani L., Chiusa G., Battilani P., 2021c. Promising results in the chemical and biological control of
Fusarium spp. involved in garlic dry rot. European
Journal of Plant Pathology 160: 575-587. doi: 10.1007/
s10658-021-02265-0
Müllenborn C., Steiner U., Ludwig M., Oerke E.C., 2008.
Effect of fungicides on the complex of Fusarium species and saprophytic fungi colonizing wheat kernels.
European Journal of Plant Pathology 120: 157–166.
doi: 10.1007/s10658-007-9204-y.
Nicolaisen M., Suproniene S., Nielsen L.K., Lazzaro I.,
Spliid N.H., … Justesen, A.F., 2009. Real-time PCR
for quantification of eleven individual Fusarium species in cereals. Journal of Microbiological Methods
76(3): 234–240. doi: 10.1016/j.mimet.2008.10.016.
Osborne R., Scott M., 2018. Frac Code List 2018.
Palmero D., De Cara M., Iglesias C., Moreno M.M.,
González N., Tello J. C., 2010. First report of Fusar-

Efficacy of chemical and biological spray seed treatments in preventing garlic dry rot

ium proliferatum causing rot of garlic bulbs in Spain.
Plant Disease 94(2): 277. doi: 10.1094/PDIS-94-20277C.
Palmero D., De Cara M., Nosir W., Gàlvez L., Cruz A.,
… Tello J., 2012. Fusarium proliferatum isolated from
garlic in Spain: identification, toxigenic potential and
pathogenicity on related Allium species. Phytopathologia Mediterranea 51(1): 207–218. doi: 10.14601/
Phytopathol_Mediterr-10341.
Palmero Llamas D., Gàlvez Patón L., García Díaz M., Gil
Serna J., Benito Sáez S., 2013. The effects of storage
duration, temperature and cultivar on the severity
of garlic clove rot caused by Fusarium proliferatum.
Postharvest Biology and Technology 78: 34–39. doi:
10.1016/j.postharvbio.2012.12.003.
Pedrini S., Merritt D., Stevens J., Dixon K., 2016. Seed Coating: Science or Marketing Spin?’, Trends in Plant Science
22(2): 106-116. doi: 10.1016/j.tplants.2016.11.002.
Quesada-Ocampo L. M., Butler S., Withers S., Ivors K.,
2014. First report of Fusarium rot of garlic bulbs
caused by Fusarium proliferatum in North Carolina.
The American Phytopathological Society 98(7): 1009.
doi: 10.1094/PDIS-01-14-0040-PDN
Rocha I., Ma Y., Souza-Alonso P., Vosátka M., Freitas H.,
Oliveira R.S., 2019. Seed coating: a tool for delivering
beneficial microbes to agricultural crops. Frontiers in
Plant Science 10: 135. doi: 10.3389/fpls.2019.01357.
Salvalaggio A. E., Ridao A., 2013. Disease notes first
report of Fusarium proliferatum causing rot on garlic and onion in Argentina. Plant Disease 97(4): 556.
doi: 10.1094/PDIS-05-12-0507-PDN.
Samsudin N.I.P., Magan N., 2016. Efficacy of potential
biocontrol agents for control of Fusarium verticillioides and Fumonisin B1 under different environmental conditions. World Mycotoxin Journal 9(2):
205–213.
Sankar N.R., Babu G.P., 2012. First report of Fusarium
proliferatum causing rot of garlic bulbs (Allium sativum) in India. Plant Disease 96(2): 649. doi: 10.1094/
PDIS-08-11-0649 [doi].
Schwartz H.F., Mohan S.K., 2016. PART I: Infectious/
Biotic Diseases, in Schwartz, H. F. and Mohan, S.
K. (eds) Compendium of Onion and Garlic Diseases and Pests, Second Edition. Scientific Societies (Diseases and Pests Compendium Series), 8–86.
doi:10.1094/9780890545003.002.
Seefelder W., Gossmann M., Humpf H.U., 2002. Analysis
of fumonisin B1 in Fusarium proliferatum-infected
asparagus spears and garlic bulbs from Germany by
Liquid Chromatography−Electrospray Ionization
Mass Spectrometry. Journal of Agricultural and Food
Chemistry 50(10): 2778–2781. doi: 10.1021/jf0115037.

37

Sharma P., 2011. Complexity of Trichoderma-Fusarium
interaction and manifestation of biological control.
Australian Journal of Crop Science 5(8): 1027–1038.
Spagnoli, S., 2014. La qualità carta vincente contro
l’import a basso prezzo. Agricoltura 6: 36–37.
Stankovic S., Levic J., Petrovic T., Logrieco A., Moretti A.,
2007. Pathogenicity and mycotoxin production by
Fusarium proliferatum isolated from onion and garlic
in Serbia. European Journal of Plant Pathology 118(2):
165–172. doi: 10.1007/s10658-007-9126-8.
Stein T., 2005. Bacillus subtilis antibiotics: structures, syntheses and specific functions. Molecular
Microbiology 56(4): 845–857. doi: 10.1111/j.13652958.2005.04587.x.
Tonti S., Prà M.D., Nipoti P., Prodi A., Alberti I., 2012.
First Report of Fusarium proliferatum causing rot of
stored garlic bulbs (Allium sativum L.) in Italy. Journal of Phytopathology 160(11–12): 761–763. doi:
10.1111/jph.12018.
Zhao J., Xue Q., Niu G., Xue L., Shen G., Jun-zhi Du J.,
2013. Extracellular enzyme production and fungal
mycelia degradation of antagonistic Streptomyces
induced by fungal mycelia preparation of cucurbit
plant pathogens. Annals of Microbiology 63(2): 809–
812. doi: 10.1007/s13213-012-0507-7.
Zhao Y., Selvaraj J.N., Xing F., Zhou L., Wang Y., … Liu
Y., 2014. Antagonistic action of Bacillus subtilis strain
SG6 on Fusarium graminearum. PLoS ONE. 9(3). doi:
10.1371/journal.pone.0092486.

